VZCZCXRO6092 

RR  RUEHAP  RUEHMR  RUEHPB 

DE  RUEHLO  #0344  0400922 

ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 

R 090922Z  FEB  09 

FM  AMEMBASSY  LONDON 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  1321 

INFO  RUEHBY /AMEMBASSY  CANBERRA  0839 

RUEHBH/AMEMBASSY  NASSAU  0196 

RUEHKA/ AMEMBASSY  DHAKA  0250 

RUEHWN/AMEMBASSY  BRIDGETOWN  0189 

RUE HBE/ AMEMBASSY  BELMOPAN  0013 

RUEHOR/AMEMBASSY  GABORONE  0099 

RUEHBD/AMEMBASSY  BANDAR  SERI  BEGAWAN  0053 

RUEHYD/AMEMBASSY  YAOUNDE  0140 

RUEHOT/AMEMBASSY  OTTAWA  1231 

RUE HNC /AMEMBASSY  NICOSIA  0497 

RUEHJL /AMEMBASSY  BANJUL  0064 

RUEHAR/AMEMBASSY  ACCRA  0444 

RUEHGE/AMEMBASSY  GEORGETOWN  0067 

RUEHNE/AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI  0868 

RUE HKG /AMEMBASSY  KINGSTON  0247 

RUEHNR/AMEMBASSY  NAIROBI  0440 

RUEHMR/ AMEMBASSY  MASERU  0047 

RUEHLG/AMEMBASSY  LILONGWE  0041 

RUEHKL/AMEMBASSY  KUALA  LUMPUR  0200 

RUEHVT /AMEMBASSY  VALLETTA  0157 

RUEHPL /AMEMBASSY  PORT  LOUIS  0136 

RUE HTO /AMEMBASSY  MAPUTO  0070 

RUEHWD/AMEMBASSY  WINDHOEK  0063 

RUEHWL/AMEMBASSY  WELLINGTON  0271 

RUEHUJA/AMEMBASSY  ABUJA  0609 

RUEHIL/AMEMBASSY  ISLAMABAD  0942 

RUEHPB/AMEMBASSY  PORT  MORESBY  0032 

RUEHAP/AMEMBASSY  APIA  0011 

RUEHFN/AMEMBASSY  FREETOWN  0193 

RUE HGP/ AMEMBASSY  SINGAPORE  0275 

RUEHSA/ AMEMBASSY  PRETORIA  0690 

RUEHLM/AMEMBASSY  COLOMBO  0165 

RUE HMB / AMEMBAS S Y MBABANE  0046 

RUEHDR/ AMEMBASSY  DAR  ES  SALAAM  0157 

RUEHSP/AMEMBASSY  PORT  OF  SPAIN  0095 

RUEHKM/ AMEMBASSY  KAMPALA  0185 

RUEHLS/AMEMBASSY  LUSAKA  0113 

RUEHSV/AMEMBASSY  SUVA  0028 


UNCLAS  LONDON  000344 


SIPDIS 

DEPT  FOR  S/ES-CR,  S/ES-O,  AND  EUR/WE 

E . O . 12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  OPDC  PREL  OVIP  PGOV  UK 

SUB J : CONGRATULATORY  LETTER  FROM  COMMONWEALTH  SECRETARY-GENERAL  TO 
SECRETARY  CLINTON 

IQ.  The  Commonwealth  Secretary-General,  Kamalesh  Sharma,  sent  the 
following  congratulatory  message  to  Secretary  of  State  Clinton  dated 
February  03,  a copy  of  which  post  received  on  February  06.  The 
original  letter  will  be  sent  via  diplomatic  pouch. 

J.2 . Text  of  Commonwealth  Secretary-General  Sharma ' s letter  to 
Secretary  of  State  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton: 

BEGIN  TEXT 

Dear  Secretary  of  State, 

On  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  and  myself,  I write  to  offer  my 
warmest  congratulations  on  your  assumption  of  office  as  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  United  States  Government. 

Your  appointment  to  this  high  office  is  a reflection  of  your 
wide-ranging  experience  in  policy  making,  especially  in  the  arena  of 
international  affairs,  and  your  qualities  of  leadership.  We  are  in 
the  throes  of  a world  reshaping  itself  and  the  support  of  the  United 
States  to  enlightened  collective  approaches  will  be  pivotal  to 


defining  our  shared  future.  I wish  you  all  strength  and  success  in 
this  historic  challenge. 


The  United  States  and  the  53  member  states  of  the  Commonwealth  share 
many  values  and  objectives,  and  I look  forward  to  working  in 
partnership  with  you  and  your  team  to  advance  them.  I hope  that  I 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  calling  on  you  when  I next  visit 
Washington,  to  apprise  you  of  our  important  work  of  mutual  interest 
and  explore  areas  of  potential  partnership. 

Please  accept.  Madam  Secretary  of  State,  my  best  wishes  and  the 
assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

With  high  regards, 

/s/ 

Kamalesh  Sharma 

HE  Ms.  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton 
Secretary  of  State 
The  State  Department 
Washington  DC 
United  States  of  America 

END  TEXT 

LeBaron 


